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DEFINITIONS

Substation 
Substations are the connection 
points between power lines of 
varying voltages and contain 
equipment that controls and 
protects the flow of power. 
Substations include transformers 
that step down and step up the 
voltage so power can be transmitted 
through transmission lines or 
distributed to your community 
through distribution lines. 
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You are receiving this newsletter because you are near 
the Chestermere Substation Interconnection project and 
we want your input. 

Alberta has grown significantly in recent years and the demand for electricity 
in the Chestermere and Balzac areas has increased. FortisAlberta has 
requested upgrades to the transmission system through the building of a new 
substation near Chestermere to help meet increased capacity and ensure the 
reliability of the electrical system for years to come. 

We want to provide you with:

• project details

• maps of the project area

• information about how you can provide your input

• the project schedule 

You are invited to our information session. 

October 7 from 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

at the Chestermere Public Library. 

Electric system improvements near you
Chestermere Substation Interconnection

DID YOU KNOW?
AltaLink’s transmission system efficiently delivers electricity 
to 85% of Albertans. Dedicated to meeting the growing need 
for electricity, AltaLink connects Albertans to renewable, 
reliable and low-cost power. With a commitment to 
community and environment, AltaLink is ensuring the 
transmission system will support Albertans’ quality of life for 
years to come. Learn more at www.altalink.ca.

CONTACT US
1-877-269-5903

stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca

www.altalink.ca/projects



2

DEFINITION

Circuit Breakers
Circuit breakers are electrical 
switches inside a substation that 
protect substation equipment. 
Circuit breakers help ensure the 
safety and reliability of the electric 
system.

Project details 
The proposed Chestermere Substation Interconnection project will be located 
near Chestermere in Rocky View County. If approved, the project involves:

• building a new substation to be called Chestermere Substation

• building a telecommunications structure that will be between 
approximately 20 to 30 metres high (65 to 98 feet) within the 
Chestermere substation fenceline

• adding two new 138/25 kilovolt (kV) transformers, three new 138 kV 
circuit breakers and ten new 25 kV circuit breakers within two switchgear 
buildings

• removing and modifying portions of the existing 765L transmission 
line and building  two new portions of new 138 kV transmission line to 
connect the 765L line into the new Chestermere substation 

The structures may be similar to the structures on the existing 765L line and 
will be approximately 17-22 metres (56-70 feet) high.  More specific structure 
type information will be available upon completion of detailed engineering. 
Additionally one of the new tranmission lines will be renumbered as the 691L 
line connecting the new Chestermere Substation to the Janet Substation. 

Associated substation upgrades at another location 
We will also be adding one new 25 kV circuit breaker within an existing 
switchgear building at the Turbo Balzac Substation located at SW-2-26-29-W4. 
The location of the Turbo Balzac Substation can be seen on detailed photo 
map  (DP2) included in this package.

The proposed structures 
may look similar to the one 
pole and two pole structures 
pictured above.
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Determining proposed locations for the new substation

There are currently four potential substation locations, which are shown on 
the maps included in this package, only one location may be approved by the 
Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) and constructed. The substation locations 
have been identified after conducting a thorough review of surrounding lands 
south and east of the City of Chestermere and eliminating those potential 
locations which have higher potential impacts associated with them. 

When identifying substation site locations, AltaLink takes several factors into 
consideration in an effort to find sites with a low overall impact. Some of the 
factors we take into consideration include: agricultural impact, residential 
impact, environmental impact, electrical constraints, cost, visual impact and 
special considerations. If, through consultation, other locations are identified 
for the substation, AltaLink will investigate those suggestions as your input is 
an important part of our decision-making process for this project.

Proposed substation locations 

• Option A: located within NE-1-24-28-W4 and SE-1-24-28-W4 in Rocky 
View County, west of Highway 791 and south of the rail line. 

• Option B: located in SE-7-24-27-W4 in Rocky View County, south of 
Highway 1 and west of Range Road 275.

• Option C: located in NW-8-24-27-W4 in Rocky View County, south of 
Highway 1 and east of Range Road 275.

• Option D:  located in NE-8-24-27-W4 in Rocky View County, south of 
Highway 1 and west of Range Road 274.

The substation property boundary will be approximately 120 x 110 metres 
(400 x 360 feet) and the fenced area will be approximately 75 x 60 metres 
(246x197 feet)  for all potential sites shown on detailed photo map (DP1). 

Please see the detailed photo and focus photo maps included in this package 
to view the proposed substation locations. 

Alberta’s natural landscapes are 
home to many diverse animals, 
including more than 400 different 
species of birds. Through Altalink’s 
Avian Protection Program we 
offer unique solutions for birds 
including constructing nesting 
platforms for the endangered 
ferruginous hawk, relocating 
osprey nests from power poles 
to safe nesting places and much 
more. 

We’re active in protecting wildlife 
and have several programs in 
place including the first-of-its-kind 
GREENJACKET – a product that 
protects wildlife from coming 
into contact with equipment in 
substations. And that’s just the 
beginning. For more information, 
including our innovative 
environmental programs, 
please visit www.altalink.ca/
environment.
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Right-of-way, access and construction workspace

For the modification of the 765L transmission lines AltaLink will require a 30 
metre (98 feet) wide right-of-way which will be acquired from landowners in 
the form of an easement agreement. Guy wires that anchor the structure to 
the ground may be required approximately 1 metre (3 feet) north from the 
existing 765L centerline. 
In addition to the 30 metre (98 feet) right-of-way described above, AltaLink 
will require a permanent access road to the substation and additional tem-
porary workspace on property in order to modify the transmission line and 
substation. The construction workspace is intended to be primarily used for 
access of equipment during construction and will be negotiated with land-
owners. More specific access and construction workspace information will be 
confirmed following the first round of consultation.   

The proposed Chestermere Substation will look similar to  
the one pictured above. 

LAND ACQUISITION  
& COMPENSATION 
At AltaLink, we believe 
landowners who have 
transmission facilities on 
their property should be 
compensated fairly. 

We pay fair market value and 
the acquisition of land will be 
negotiated on an individual 
basis with landowners.
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Electric and Magnetic Fields (EMF)
AltaLink recognizes that people have concerns about exposure to Electric and 
Magnetic Fields (EMF) and we take those concerns very seriously.

Everyone in our society is exposed to EMF from many sources, including:

• power lines and other electrical facilities

• electrical appliances in your home

• building wiring

National and international organizations such as the Health Canada and World 
Health Organization have been conducting and reviewing research about EMF 
for more than 40 years. Based on this research, these organizations have not 
recommended the general public take steps to limit their everyday exposure 
to EMF from high voltage transmission lines.

Radio Frequency (RF)
Telecommunication towers use Radio Frequency (RF) signals to transmit 
and receive information. The point-to-point signals travel along a focused 
path at low power levels and are well below recommended safety limits. 
A licensed telecommunications tower will not impact any other licensed 
telecommunication frequencies such as cellular, over-the-air television, 
satellite, radio, or GPS.

The radio installation described in this notification will be installed and 
operated on an ongoing basis so as to comply with Health Canada’s Safety 
Code 6, which defines safe levels of radio frequency (RF) exposure. To ensure 
the structural adequacy of the tower, the design and installation will follow 
industry standards and sound engineering practices. 

If you have any questions about EMF or RF please contact us:

Website: www.altalink.ca/emf 
Email: emfdialogue@altalink.ca 
Toll-free phone number: 1 -866-451-7817

For general information relating to telecommunications systems, 
please contact:

INDUSTRY CANADA at 1-800-328-6189 (toll-free in Canada) 
Website: http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/antenna

DID YOU KNOW?
Modern technologies, like 
digital recording devices, 
are a large drain on the 
power system. Some home 
entertainment configurations 
use more power than a new 
refrigerator. The average home 
has more and more gadgets 
continuously drawing power 
from the grid. Transmission 
lines bring power from where 
it’s created to where it’s 
needed so you can power 
your quality of life. Canada, 
including Alberta, are working 
to reinforce their aging electric 
systems so they can continue 
to provide customers with 
reliable power.



6

How to provide your input
Stakeholder input is important to us. You can provide your input in any of the 
following ways.

ATTEND OUR INFORMATION SESSION

Please join us at our information session below. We will be available to share 
information, gather your input and respond to any questions or concerns you 
might have.

Date Location Address Time

October 7, 2015 Chestermere 
Public Library 

105 Marina Rd, 
Chestermere, AB 
T1X 1V7

5 p.m. – 8 p.m.

PARTICIPATE IN A ONE-ON-ONE CONSULTATION

We will contact all occupants, residents and landowners who are on or 
directly adjacent to the Chestermere Substation Interconnection project areas 
to gather input through one-on-one consultations.  

During the one-on-one process we will document the information you provide 
and respond to any questions or concerns you may have about the project. 

AltaLink is committed to sharing information about its projects and working 
with the public to gather and respond to stakeholder input and concerns. A 
summary of stakeholder comments will be incorporated into the application 
we submit to the AUC.  

CONTACT US DIRECTLY

You can contact us by telephone, email, mail or through our website. Our 
contact information is on the front and back pages of this newsletter.

Next steps
The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) determined this transmission 
system development is needed and will file a Needs Application with the AUC.
After our consultation process is complete, following two rounds of public 
consultation and notification, we will file a Facilities Application with the AUC. 
The AUC will review both the Needs Application and the Facilities Application 
at the same time through a process in which stakeholders can participate. 
We will inform you of the substation we file with the AUC. If this project is 
approved, only one site will be constructed. 

To learn more about the AUC process and how you can become involved, 
please refer to the brochure included in this package titled Public involvement 
in a proposed utility development.

DEFINITION

Alberta Utilities 
Commission 
The Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC) ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of Alberta’s 
utility services. AltaLink submits 
applications for new transmission 
projects to the AUC and the AUC 
reviews them in a public process.

DEFINITION 

Alberta Electric System 
Operator
The Alberta Electric System 
Operator (AESO) is an independent, 
not-for-profit organization 
responsible for the safe, reliable and 
economic planning and operation of 
the provincial transmission grid. For 
more information about why this 
project is needed, please refer to 
the AESO’s Need Overview included 
with this package, or visit www.
aeso.ca. If you have any questions 
or concerns about the need for this 
project you may contact the AESO 
directly.
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Notify and consult with stakeholders Fall - Winter 2015

File application with Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC) Spring 2016

Start construction if project is approved  Winter 2016

Completed construction Spring 2017

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule, it is subject to change. We will continue 
to provide you with updated schedule information if required as the project progresses.

Anticipated project schedule 

Projects in the area
AltaLink is working on another project in the area to make sure your lights 
come on at the flick of the switch.

Project name Description Status

Western Alberta 
Transmission Line 
(WATL)

AltaLink’s Western Alberta 
Transmission Line (WATL) is located 
near the Chestermere Substation 
Interconnection project. The 
WATL project will reinforce the 
transmission system between 
Calgary and Edmonton to meet 
Alberta’s growing energy demand. 

Under construction

PRIVACY 
COMMITMENT 
AltaLink is committed to 
protecting your privacy. 
Your personal information 
is collected and will be 
protected under AltaLink’s 
Privacy Policy and the 
Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. As 
part of the regulatory process 
for new transmission projects, 
AltaLink may provide your 
personal information to the 
Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC). 
 
For more information about 
how AltaLink protects your 
personal information, visit our 
website at  
www.altalink.ca/privacy or 
contact us directly via e-mail 
privacy@altalink.ca or phone 
at 1-877-267-6760.



8

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7

Let’s talk transmission

www.facebook.com/
altalinktransmission

www.twitter.com/altalink

Contact us

To learn more about the proposed project please contact:

ALTALINK 
1-877-269-5903 (toll-free)  
Email: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca  
Website: www.altalink.ca/regionalprojects 

To learn more about Alberta’s electric system and the need for the project, 
please contact:

ALBERTA ELECTRIC SYSTEM OPERATOR (AESO)
1-888-866-2959 (toll-free)  
Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) is an independent, not-for-
profit organization responsible for the safe, reliable and economic planning 
and operation of the provincial transmission grid. For more information 
about why this project is needed, please refer to the AESO’s Need Overview 
included with this package, or visit www.aeso.ca. If you have any questions 
or concerns about the need for this project you may contact the AESO directly 
or you can make your concerns known to an AltaLink representative who will 
communicate them to the AESO on your behalf.

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

ALBERTA UTILITIES COMMISSION (AUC) 
780-427-4903  
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number).  
Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca

INCLUDED IN THIS 
INFORMATION 
PACKAGE:
• Project maps
• AESO Need Overview
• AUC brochure: Public 

involvement in a proposed 
utility development


